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PREFACE 


Verna Dozier, author of Equipping the Saints , is a born teach¬ 
er. Since her retirement from the District of Columbia Public 
School system, she has concentrated on teaching people how to 
study the Bible. "The point of lay Bible study," says Verna, 

"is to help lay people reclaim their authority as the people 
of God." Even if they consciously reject an authoritarian ap¬ 
proach, laity are raised in a culture of dependence on author¬ 
ities. We*re taught to sit at the feet of experts, and not to 
trust the validity of our own wrestling. 

Equipping the Saints is intended to be a resource for those 
who want an alternative to dependence on "experts," those who 
wish they had a way of getting down to Biblical fundamentals 
without being fundamentalists. 

As she has traveled around the country teaching laity to 
use the Bible as a resource for their life and ministry, Verna 
Dozier has developed an easily understood method lay groups 
can use for Bible study. Using various translations and com¬ 
mentaries as resources, groups move through three types of 
questions: (l)What does the passage say? What are the mean¬ 

ings of the words used? (2)What is the significance of the 
passage? What did it say to the people who preserved it? 

(3)What does the passage say to me/us now? 

As a way of testing this self-directed method, we asked a 
pilot group at St. Columba's Church in Washington to try it 
on their own. We approached the pastor first, and he was en¬ 
thusiastic. $even lay volunteers met with Verna for an intro¬ 
ductory session and committed themselves to six weeks of in¬ 
dependent study, wrestling with the gospels for Lent from the 
lectionary used by many Christian traditions. 

This small book includes, along with the introduction and 
instructions by Verna Dozier, excerpts from the record of the 
St. Columba 1 s group as they studied the Bible. The reader 
can look over their shoulders, and participate in their ques¬ 
tions, struggles, and discoveries with the gospel lessons. 
Equipping the Saints would be a helpful companion, not only 
for the lay groups for whom it was written, hut also for in¬ 
dividual Bible study, for an aid in sermon planning, or for 
any pastor who wonders whether lay people can study the Bible. 


Celia Allison Hahn 
Director of Publications 
The Alban Institute 


Copyright, 1981. 

The Alban Institute, Inc. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted 1983, 1981, 


and 1991. 
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Enrolling-Digest Clerks of the House of Representatives 

THE ST. COLUMBA'S GROUP AT WORK : (working with the legislative process of the House). 
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